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of his ministry from John Blanchard

With no surviving family 
members there, visits back to my 
island birth place of Guernsey 
are few and far between, and all 
the more precious for that. The 
latest one got off to a tricky start. 
 My first engagement was to 
be at a lunchtime meeting of the 
Guernsey Evangelical Alliance, 
and it had been worked out that 
my flight would arrive in good 
time for this. Sitting on the plane 
for forty minutes at Gatwick 
Airport, awaiting clearance for 
take-off, threatened to wreck the 
plans, and I eventually got to the 

meeting just as the Chairman was opening his Bible to take my place! Representatives 
from churches of several denominations on the island were there and it is always a special 
privilege and responsibility to minister to church leaders and to stimulate and encourage 
them in the work of the gospel. It was encouraging to hear from several that it had been ‘a 
word in season’ for them.
 The evening was very special — a return to Holy Trinity Church, in which I was a 
member, lay reader, youth fellowship leader, Sunday School teacher, Bible Class teacher 
and choir member over fifty years ago — and where I was married in 1957 and heard 
God’s call to full-time evangelism in 1961. The church’s foundation may have been 
connected with a visit to the island by John Wesley in 1787 and it has always maintained 
a strong evangelical witness. This time, the event was the first showing in Guernsey of 
Going strongly for the Summit, the film of my life story produced by Christian Television 
Association. I thought that very few people might be interested in it, as I had left the island 
in 1962, so I was greatly encouraged to see such a good crowd from a number of different 
churches.
  It was a treat to have the event chaired by George Lihou, with whom, as a fellow 
member of Holy Trinity Church, I had shared my early Christian years. George later had a 
successful career in schoolteaching in England before retiring to Guernsey and resuming his 
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membership at Holy Trinity Church — where his daughter Anna is the wife of the present 
Vicar, Jon Honour. The buzz of conversation, and linking up with so many old friends over 
refreshments after a brief word of ministry following the film was sufficient to make the 
flight over worthwhile; and someone telling me that they had been converted while reading 
Ultimate Questions crowned it all.
 The following day I flew to Jersey for a unique event. Back in 1972 I led an island-
wide evangelistic campaign there, and soon afterwards there was a very fruitful spin-off. 
A butcher’s shop in St Helier’s market place was up for rent and when a businessman ap-
proached the owner he was told that it had just been leased to some Christians. However, he 
was asked to hang fire, as ‘They won’t last for more than six months’. But God had other 
plans, and my visit was to help celebrate the 40th anniversary of the founding of the Jersey 
Christian Bookshop, which is still flourishing.
 The anniversary event was held in the Jersey College for Girls, whose motto is Nisi 
Dominus Frustra. The literal translation of the Latin tag is ‘If not the Master, in vain’, a 
contraction of the first verse of Psalm 127: ‘Unless the Lord builds the house, those who 
build it labour in vain.’ The bookshop’s labours have certainly not been in vain and led by 
its enthusiastic manager Janine Ingle it continues to serve the island well. A newspaper 
interviewer was once told that the shop’s best-selling title was the Bible, with at least one 
being sold every day.
 The organizers of the anniversa-
ry event had planned for forty people 
to give ‘silent testimonies’ of their 
conversion by each stepping forward 
in turn and holding up a large card, 
one side with words summing up their 
pre-Christian life and the other the 
change that Jesus had made. When the 
chairman invited others in the audi-
ence to join them in giving very brief 
spoken testimonies, a long queue of 
people responded. It was deeply mov-
ing to hear of people converted dur-
ing the 1972 crusade, and to be told 
afterwards of a ten-year-old boy who came to Christ after returning home from one of the 
meetings in West Park Pavilion and is now a leader in an international evangelistic orga-
nization. During the delightful (and long!) time spent at the end of the evening speaking to 
many of those who had come to join in the celebrations one young man told me he had come 
to Christ while reading Does God believe in Atheists? 
 It was also good to spend time with the Dean of Jersey, The Very Rev. Bob Key, and 
to hear something of the way in which God is blessing Christian witness on the island. I was 
told that virtually every Church of England parish in Jersey has an evangelical minster — 
sadly a contrast with Guernsey, where the position is almost exactly the opposite.
 My time in Jersey ended with Sunday ministry at Quennevais Evangelical Church, 
where I had preached many times in the past. Ministry in the Channel Islands is always a 
highlight for me and I hope there will be other opportunities to do so.



For several years now, I have held Popular Christian Apologetics tours in N. Ireland, and 
2013 was no exception. There is always a very warm reception to the ministry and Howard 
Williams and I were not disappointed with the response to this visit.
 We began in Armagh, where the local Baptist Church, headed by Pastor Ian Grant, 
had hired The Market Place Theatre, a superb arts venue and conference centre in the heart 
of the city. The theatre was nearly full for the presentation ‘Where is God when things go 
wrong?’ and the whole evening was filmed by Tern TV. Tern makes programmes for BBC 
Network History, Arts, Science, Religion and Documentaries, for ITV and BBC Current 
Affairs, and for Sky, UKTV, ITV, RTE and BBC features. In the delightful scrum in the 
foyer afterwards it was encouraging to 
hear from someone who had been led into 
full-time Christian work during a service 
at which I preached some years ago.
 On the following night we returned to 
Ballymena, Co. Antrim, where the Baptist 
Church hosted our third visit in three 
years. The church’s excellent facilities, 
opened in 2008, are perfectly suited to a 
Popular Christian Apologetics meeting, 
and a fine crowd came for a session that 
examined the supposed conflict between 
science and religion, and pointed to Jesus 
Christ as ‘the way, the truth and the life’.
 As we do on tours in N. Ireland, we 
stayed in the welcoming home of our 
close friends Eric and Lorraine Watterson 
in Ballyronan, Co. Londonderry. It often 
means a long drive home after the evening 
engagement, but it does have the huge advantage of not having to pack and unpack every day. 
The added bonus this time was that I was able to spend a lot of each day resting my back, 
which I had damaged two weeks earlier and which was giving me a lot of pain. Mercifully, it 
never troubled me when I got up to speak at night, in spite of some fairly long sessions.
 Our next engagement was in Crumlin, Co. Antrim, a small town some twenty miles 
west of Belfast and with a population of just over 4,000. The local Baptist and Presbyterian 
churches joined in hosting an event in Crumlin Integrated College. Integrated colleges and 
schools merge children from both Protestant and Catholic traditions, as well as those of other 
faiths and none, in a commendable effort to show that the country’s notorious ‘Troubles’ 
from the late nineteen-sixties onwards, that cost some 3,500 lives, did not have a religious 
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basis. Our meeting, focused on how God related to troubles of every kind, came between 
two others the churches had organized on the same theme. At the first a married woman told 
of her battle with cancer, and at the other a married couple told of their experience when 
their nine-year-old daughter was kidnapped, abused and killed in 1981 — during which 
time the husband came to trust in Christ. The attendance and attention at our meeting was 
excellent, and the Q and A session touched on several relevant issues.
 On the next night the Baptist Church in Newtownards, Co. Down, hosted us for the 
second time in three years, this time to speak on ‘Meet the real Jesus’. The good meeting 
was matched by an impressive spread of refreshments available afterwards (typically  
N. Ireland!), though I spent most of my time counselling a young married couple who 
were not attached to any local church and who were wrestling with this issue and with the 
doctrine of the Trinity. I felt greatly helped in helping them.
 Our Friday engagement was remarkable. Dromara, Co. Down, in the foothills of 
the scenic Mourne Mountains, has a 
population of about 600 and the First 
Presbyterian Church is a long way out 
of the tiny town. First Presbyterian 
Church was formed by the Synod 
of Ulster in 1713, so our visit was 
part of its 300th Anniversary. Under 
the dynamic leadership of Shaw 
Thompson the church has doubled 
in size since he became its minister 
in 1989 and now has nearly 700 
members of all ages. A new Manse 
was built in 1990, the Meeting House 
was thoroughly renovated in 1994, 
and a new hall and adjoining rooms 
were added in 2000. Shaw told me 
of one young man whose conversion 
in 1992 triggered a remarkable work of God’s grace, so that over thirty members of his 
extended family now profess faith.
 We had a very large crowd at our meeting, which had ‘Why believe the Bible’ as its 
theme, and in the church hall afterwards Howard was swamped with requests for books. At 
the close of the meeting I was taken by surprise when a past Lord Mayor of Lisburn City 
Council presented me with a ceremonial tie and cufflinks bearing the Lisburn City crest. It 
was altogether a memorable evening and I have since been told that there has been a heavy 
demand for a CD of the ministry.
 We next made our way to Enniskillen, Co. Fermanagh, the westernmost town in the 
United Kingdom in which I have ever preached. We always welcome a return visit to ‘The 
Stables’, a remarkable Christian centre run by Brendan Jones, and there has been excellent 
feedback from a meeting exposing the weakness of a godless philosophy of evolution. 
 Sunday preaching in the Baptist Church in Magherafelt, Co. Londonderry, brought a 
very encouraging tour to an end; a friend is already working on an Ulster schedule for this 
year!

An unexpected presentation



American launches
In October I was joined by Howard Williams for my second 2013 visit to the United 
States. This one was triggered off by the release of Going strongly for the Summit and the 
publication of my latest book, The Hitch-hiker’s Guide to Heaven.
 We began at First Presbyterian Church, Jackson, Mississippi, familiar stamping 
ground for me over the past twenty years. The church’s 300-seater Lower Hall was packed 
for the first-ever American showing of the film, and there was an enthusiastic response to 
the DVDs and the copies of the book that Howard made available. An hour north of Jackson 
we next went to Second Presbyterian Church, Yazoo City, Mississippi, where I preached 
many times in the nineteen-eighties and nineteen-nineties. We were warned that a massive 
(American) college football game in Oxford, Mississippi, would have a dramatic effect 
on the Saturday night attendance, and there was only a small number at the film showing. 
However, it was a significant and moving evening, as very dear friends I had not seen for 
many years were there, and when the time came to close the evening in prayer the man 
who did so was almost overcome. In 1987 a friend 
in this church was significantly involved in the 
production of Ultimate Questions; meeting him 
again was very special. Preaching in the church 
on Sunday was a great privilege, and testifying to 
God’s unchanging love over the intervening years 
was a joy.
 We did all the internal travel by road, and it 
was a three-hour drive after the morning service 
to reach Redeemer Community Church, Little 
Rock, Arkansas, for the evening showing of 
the film. There was a very good attendance, and 
at a service the next day a man told me that one 
particular preaching clip in the film had given 
him a deeper assurance of his salvation than he 
had ever known. This church is to be involved in 
a forthcoming publication — of which more in a 
future issue of Newsline.
 A further three-hour drive took us to Arrow 
Heights Baptist Church, Broken Arrow, Oklahoma, for another showing of the film and 
a greatly appreciated presentation of the book, while another ten hours on the road (broken 
by visiting friends in Memphis, Tennessee) saw us in Briarwood Presbyterian Church, 
Birmingham, Alabama. A Saturday night showing of the film, again affected by gigantic 
attendance at a key local football game, was followed by the opportunity to preach at two 
very large services (both broadcast live on radio) on Reformation Sunday. These were great 
opportunities to emphasise the truths that in the sixteenth century transformed the Christian 
landscape in Europe and beyond.
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Welsh-speaking readers of Newsline will not need the heading to be translated — but for 
others it reads ‘Thanks be to God’. When I planned a Popular Christian Apologetics tour 
of Wales I had no idea that it would turn out to be so rewarding. It began when churches 
held a combined event in the magnificent Ffwrnes Theatre in Llanelli. Recently built at a 
cost of £14.7 million it was a superb setting for a meeting that drew 450 people to consider 
evidence for the existence of God. On the following night, other churches combined to hire 
the Arts Centre in Pontardawe, near Swansea. With a history that goes back to 1908, its 
new building dates from 1996 and for our meeting some 350 ticket-holders nearly filled it. 
Towards the end of the meeting some of them contributed to a very lively Q and A session 
centred on the theme of God’s relationship to the evil and suffering that is never far from the 
headlines. Philip Swann in Swansea and Steffan Jones in Pontardawe combined brilliantly 
to bring these two events together, and there have since been excellent reports from both 
men.
 There were two engagements on the following day. The first was at The Wales 
Evangelical School of Theology (WEST) in Bridgend. With a previous history under 
several other names, ‘WEST’ dates from 2007 and well over 125 students there are able 
to reach as far as PhD level. 
I preached to faculty and 
students on the faithfulness 
of God, and the ministry 
was so well received that the 
Principal, Jonathan Stephens, 
inserted a showing of Going 
strongly for the Summit into 
the afternoon schedule.
 That night’s meeting 
was at Heath Evangelical 
Church, Cardiff. Robin 
Hate, Manager of the 
church’s excellent Christian Bookshop, took the initiative in organizing a fine meeting with 
over 500 attending. With 80% of its membership living within two miles, Heath continues 
to be a significant evangelical presence in Wales’s capital city.
 On the following day Bethesda Baptist Church, Rogerstone, Newport, invited me to 
tackle the theme of my first apologetics book, Does God believe in Atheists? Discussions 
afterwards included talking to a local woman who told me that she had been ‘inspired’ by 
the evening, had been away from church life for thirty years, and was now going to return.
The tour was then capped by a weekend at Trinity Baptist Church, Gloucester, where I was 
told of a man who had trusted Christ a few years ago after reading Is God past his sell-by 
date? Diolch i Dduw!

Diolch i Dduw!
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With Jeremy Walker

My final Popular Christian Apologetics tour of the year was shorter than usual and I was 
also able to commute to all the meetings from home, both factors being a relief after a heavy 
year of travelling.
 It began in Amyand Park Chapel, Twickenham, which was nearly filled for a session 
dealing with the sovereignty and love of God in a broken culture. I did not feel that the 
presentation was very fluently put, but the number of people who spoke to me afterwards, 
and the help I seemed able to give them, gave a different picture and made the evening very 
worthwhile.
 On the following night I was at Hook Evangelical Church, Surbiton, where I have 
often preached in the past, as well as being a visiting lecturer at the Genesis Project. This 
Saturday morning Bible School has been running for twenty years under the leadership of 
Bill Aldred, who is now taking a year’s sabbatical. The Genesis Project has helped many 
young people (and others!) to get a firmer grasp of biblical theology, church history, morality 
and ethics, and I have always taken great 
pleasure in commending it. There was good 
attendance at our meeting, where I had been 
asked to speak on ‘Has science got rid of 
God?’, and some very thoughtful questions 
followed in the Q and A session.
 The next engagement was held in 
the Community Hall, Banstead, and was 
hosted by Banstead Community Church, of 
which I am delighted to be a member. The 
church had prepared excellent publicity for 
the meeting and a church ‘crew’ did sterling 
work to prepare the hall immediately after a 
keep fit class had finished. The chosen subject was ‘Where is God when things go wrong?’ 
and I felt that the best part of the evening came during and after the Q and A session. 
The questions were excellent and enabled me to develop several additional aspects of the 
evening’s theme, then to apply the evening’s theme in closing. The feedback included an 
email from California on the following day — from a man whose Roman Catholic parents 
had been at the meeting. His response to their reaction has triggered off other possibilities 
that I might consider in the future.
 The final meeting of the tour was at Maidenbower Baptist Church, Crawley, just 
fifteen miles from my home. Unusually, the church’s co-pastors are father and son, Austin 
and Jeremy Walker, and it meets in an excellent, modern and functional building standing 
debt-free in Maidenbower Square. We had ‘competition’ in the form of a noisy fair (complete 
with fireworks) a few yards away, but there was close attention to the presentation and some 
helpful questions. An invitation to return was a welcome endorsement to the evening, and a 
good way to close the 2013 tours.

Close to home
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COMING ENGAGEMENTS 2014
At the time of going to press these are my engagements for the next four months. For news 

of any additional meetings, visit www.johnblanchard.org. Please pray for God’s enabling and 
blessing at these events — and plan to attend any scheduled to be held near you.

JOIN THE TEAM! 
Thank you for reading Newsline. If you have not seen it before and would like to receive future copies (by post or e-mail) 

please let me know at: ‘Sarnia’, 81 Lambert Road, Banstead, Surrey, SM7 2QU. E-mail: jbsarnia@gmail.com

* Indicates a Popular Christian Apologetics meeting 

JANUARY
5 LONDON:  Grove Chapel, Camberwell Grove, Camberwell, SE5 8RF 
 [Info: 020 7703 3727 or reuel@hagios.co.uk] 
11-12  SCOTLAND:  Bellshill Baptist Church, Neilson Street, Bellshill, Lanarkshire 
 [Info: 01698 745 434 or secretary@bellshillbaptist.org.uk]
19 BANSTEAD, Surrey:  Banstead Community Church, Banstead Junior School, 
 The Horsehoe, Banstead, SM7 2BQ [Info: 07854 863618 or 
 dan@bansteadcommunity.org.uk]
21 DARLINGTON, Co. Durham:  Annual review and planning meeting at EP Books
26 PORTUGAL:  International Evangelical Church of the Algarve, Varzada Mao, 
 Vale Judeu, Portugal [Info: 8100-333 Loué or lecavj@sapo.pt]

 The rest of January is reserved for study and writing.

FEBRUARY
16 N. IRELAND: First Presbyterian Church, Calgorm Road, Ahoghill, Co. Antrim, 
 BT42 2HZ [Info: 028 2587 1216 or eddiekirk@gmail.com]
23  WANTAGE, Oxon:  ‘Hot Topics’ evening at Wantage Baptist Church, Mill Street, 
 Wantage, OX12 9AQ [Info: 01235 772523 or steve@hillsdon-construction.co.uk]

 The rest of February is reserved for study and writing.

MARCH
9  WOKING, Surrey:  Emmanuel Chapel, 18 Portugal Road, Woking, GU21 5JE 
 [Info: 01483 835 240 or Richard_barwick@yahoo.co.uk]
31 NORWICH: Norfolk Lounge, Norwich City Football Club, Carrow Road, Norwich, 
 Norfolk, NR1 1JE [Info: 01603 720 576 or somin.gay@tricade.com]

 The rest of March is reserved for study and writing

APRIL
6 UNITED STATES:  First Pickens Baptist Church, 406 East Main Street, Pickens,  
 S. Carolina 29671 [Info: (864) 878 6564 or fred@fbcpickens.org]
13 UNITED STATES:  Independent Presbyterian Church, 207 Bull Street (corner of Bull 
 & Oglethorpe) Savannah, Georgia 31401 [Info: (912) 236 3346 or info@ipcsav.org] 
14-16 UNITED STATES: First Baptist Church, 5107 Oak Street, Eastman, Georgia 31023 
 [Info: (478) 374 547 or jerry@fbceastman.com]
18-20 UNITED STATES:  Christ Community Fellowship,  5908 Anaheim Avenue NE,  
 Albuquerque, N. Mexico 87113 [Info: (505) 797 3825 or bobrownccf@gmail.com] 
23 UNITED STATES: First Presbyterian Church, 31 N. Washington Street, Yazoo City, 
 Mississippi 39194 [Info: (662) 746 1226 or snooky@fpcyazoo.org]
27 UNITED STATES:  First Presbyterian Church, 1390 North State Street, 
 Jackson, Mississippi 39202 [Info: (601) 973 9121 or info@fpcjackson.org]


